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Greek player: 
Leonidas: take 4 
cards. You move first. 
 
Persian player: 
Xerxes: take 5 cards. 
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l Background 
opylae of 480 BC an alliance of Greek city-states fought the inv

eeks delayed the enemy in one of the most famous last stands 
ich the massive army of Xerxes I could pass. 

opylae, as told by Herodotus, has it that Sparta consulted the O
 made the following prophecy in hexameter verse[2]: 

n who dwell in the streets of broad Lacedaemon!  
ur glorious town shall be sacked by the children of Perseus,  
change, must all through the whole Laconian country  
r the loss of a king, descendant of great Heracles.  
ot be withstood by the courage of bulls nor of lions,  
 they may; he is mighty as Jove; there is naught that shall stay 
ve got for his prey your king, or your glorious city.  

le's warning was that either Sparta would be conquered and left

gh. Herodotus wrote that when Dienekes, a Spartan soldier, wa
rked with characteristically laconic prose, "So much the better, w

ored Division

ded in defeating the Greeks but sustained heavy losses, dispro
 revealing a mountain path that led behind the Greek lines. Dism
hespian and Theban volunteers. Though they knew it meant th

rsian army alarmed Xerxes. When his navy was later defeated a
It was defeated at the Battle of Plataea. 

he defenders at the battle of Thermopylae is often used as an e
n army's potential, as well as a symbol of courage against overw
hout the ages and has given birth to many cultural references a

 a well-known epigram, which was engraved as an epitaph on a
ylae. It read ‘Go tell Sparta, passers-by, that here obedient to h
nidas Monument" in honor of the Spartan king. It reads simply:

o Xerxes' offer to spare the Greeks if they would give up their w
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Do not reshuffle the pack 
after ‘I am Spartacus’. If 
the pack runs out the 
Greeks win. 
 
The rampart hexsides 
represent the Phokian wall 
at the Hot Gates. If a 
Persian unit enters a 
rampart hex the wall 
section is destroyed. 
 
The ‘Immortals’ special rule  
from Expansion 1 is in 
effect for the Immortals 
medium infantry unit led by 
Hydarnes. 
 
 
 

= impassable 

= rampart 

= hill 
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